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Distribution networks being created by
Asian gangs in communities.

Creation of legitimate businesses in the
U.S. to cover up smuggling, contraband and
money laundering.

Expedited truck inspections ‘‘to keep sub-
stantial backup of trucks from regularly oc-
curring.”

The cartels’ reach extends well beyond the
streets and people of Nuevo Laredo and the
border, however.

On Dec. 12, newly elected President Felipe
Calderon sent more than 6,500 troops to
Michoacan, where the Port of Lazaro
Cardenas is located, in an effort to get a han-
dle on the growing violence.

Calderon also transferred 10,000 troops
from the army and navy to the federal police
force on Dec. 13, the largest move against
narcotics traffickers since his predecessor,
former President Vicente Fox, sent nearly
1,000 troops to Nuevo Laredo to squelch a
drug war that has killed more than 3,000 peo-
ple across the country during the past two
years.

Calderon may have learned how deadly
dealing with the cartels can be. First Lady
Margarita Zavala, Calderon’s wife, lost her
cousin, Luis Felipe Zavala, on Dec. 12 when
gunmen open fired on his SUV in Mexico
City.

According to DEA intelligence officials,
Zavala’s assassination was retaliation for
Calderon’s promise to take down Mexico’s
drug kingpins. “It was an assassination of
opportunity,” said one DEA intelligence offi-
cial who requested anonymity. *“... It was di-

rectly related to Calderon’s move into
Michoacan.”
However, Mexico’s attorney general,

Eduardo Medina Mora, told reporters the in-
cident was a coincidence.

“There is at this time no indication ... that
would suggest or make us guess that this un-
fortunate event was related to the Mexican
government’s efforts against organized
crime,” he told reporters at a press con-
ference a day after the killing.

Since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, the De-
partment of Homeland Security has tried to
beef up security along the border. Officials
say new technologies radiation portal mon-
itors, hand-held radiation detectors and X-
ray machines assist front-line agents in de-
tecting dangerous materials that may be in
trucks at ports of entry.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
spokesman Pat Jones said striking a balance
between increased traffic and inspections is
challenging. New programs implemented by
the Department of Homeland Security have
assisted in better checks at ports of entries
along the southwest border, he said.

“It may be possible to improve the flow of
legitimate trade and improve security,”
Jones said. ‘“‘Prior to 9/11, the thought was
that if you improve security, you’re going to
slow down cargo trade. We’ve learned that if
you actually could identify and separate the
risk-free cargo, the flow of cargo could be ex-
pedited.”

But once the illegal cargo finds its way
into the U.S., there’s little law enforcement
can do.

Laredo police can barely keep up with the
violence spilling into their community from
their sister city across the border. Sheriff
Flores said growing violence and corruption
in Mexico is spilling into the U.S. and be-
coming increasingly difficult to manage.

““The cartels have more power, money and
weaponry than we do,”” he said. ‘‘The cartels
know how to get their narcotics across the
(World Trade) bridge. They’re not afraid to
lose some of their loads; they expect it. The
risk is worth it because the possibility of
getting caught is minimal, at best.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

THE IRAQ WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers, tonight the President of the
United States will address a joint ses-
sion of Congress to offer his assessment
of the state of the Union. He is ex-
pected to spend a lot of time talking
about domestic issues and will report-
edly spend some time on the war on
terror. However, very little, if any, of
his State of the Union address will dis-
cuss the war in Iraq.

Ladies and gentlemen, the President
of the United States has bungled the
management of this war, and he cer-
tainly needs to explain further why he
feels that escalation will suddenly turn
the situation in Iraq around. The re-
ality is that escalation will not bring
us success. The President pushed for-
ward against the advice of many Mem-
bers of Congress, the joint chiefs of
staff, and many experts in and outside
of government. Even the Iraqi Prime
Minister did not want more U.S. troops
sent to his country.

Since Friday, January 19, 2007, 27
members of our armed services have
died in Iraq. These deaths bring the
total number of U.S. servicemembers
that have died in Iraq since the war in
Iraq began to 3,029. More than 22,000
others have been seriously injured.

The insurgent attacks against the
United States military have become
more and more brazen. In one of the at-
tacks over the past weekend, insur-
gents wore uniforms that looked like
official U.S. uniforms and used vehicles
that the U.S. and Iraqi officials use.
According to press accounts, Iraqi
guards at a government compound al-
lowed several vehicles traveling in a
caravan through checkpoints because
they were wearing what appeared to be
legitimate U.S. military uniforms and
driving cars commonly used by for-
eigners. Once the insurgents were in-
side the compound, they attacked and
killed five of our troops. Witnesses say
that the attackers targeted only U.S.
servicemembers and not the Iraqis who
were in the room. Elsewhere in Iraq, 12
Americans were Kkilled when their
Blackhawk helicopter was attacked,
and 10 others were killed in fire fights
with insurgents.

Mr. Speaker, Iraq is in a civil war.
The level of violence is growing each
day, and increasingly our troops are
caught in the middle of it. By adding
more troops, as the President plans to
do, we will only increase the risk of
more U.S. deaths and injuries.

Nearly everyone agrees that the war
will not be won through military
means. Instead, there is general agree-
ment that stability in Iraq and the
Middle East will only come about
through intense diplomatic efforts.

The President’s Iraq policy has
failed. Sending more troops to Iraq will
only make the situation worse. As the
saying goes: when you find yourself in
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a hole, stop digging. Mr. President, I
would urge you to stop digging and
bring our troops home.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is what
bothers me about what is happening in
Iraq. Our military, our troops don’t
know a Sunni from a Shiite from a
Kurd. They are with Iraqi soldiers who
don’t like them oftentimes, who desert
us when there is a confrontation, and
who undermine us. There are those who
believe that the way that the insur-
gents got into the compound was they
were allowed in there by Iraqi soldiers.

How can we win in the middle of a
civil war? We can’t win. It is time for
the President of the United States to
come up with a reasonable exit plan.
We have not asked, and nobody is say-
ing, Quick withdrawal. Withdrawal in
24 hours. Some would make you believe
we are saying that, but we are not. We
are talking about a well thought
through reasonable plan for getting out
of Iraq. Some people would like to say,
Oh, if you don’t continue to support
the President’s request for additional
funds, that you are deserting the sol-
diers. Not so.

And the Members of this Congress
have got to have the courage to stand
up and explain the difference between
the sound bites and what those on the
opposite side of this issue would de-
scribe as our efforts of getting the sol-
diers out and the truth. The truth of
the matter is we all know there is
enough money in the pipeline to
credibly come out of Iraq in a timely
way.

——————

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED
SERVICES, 110TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, In accord-
ance with clause 2 of rule Xl of the Rules of
the House, | respectfully submit the rules of
the Committee on Armed Services for printing
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. On January
10, 2007, the Committee on Armed Services
adopted by a unanimous vote, a quorum being
present, the following rules:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED
SERVICES, 110TH CONGRESS
RULE 1. APPLICATION OF HOUSE RULES

The Rules of the House of Representatives
are the rules of the Committee on Armed
Services (hereinafter referred to in these
rules as the ‘‘Committee’) and its sub-
committees so far as applicable.

RULE 2. FULL COMMITTEE MEETING DATE

(a) The Committee shall meet every
Wednesday at 10 a.m., when the House of
Representatives is in session, and at such
other times as may be fixed by the Chairman
of the Committee (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘‘Chairman’’), or by written request of
members of the Committee pursuant to
clause 2(c) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

(b) A Wednesday meeting of the Committee
may be dispensed with by the Chairman, but
such action may be reversed by a written re-
quest of a majority of the members of the
Committee.
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